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Steve Jobs unveiled iPod shuffles in five
new colors; an jPod classic (the new name
for the good ol' iPod) holding up to 40,000
songs; an all new iPod nano with video
playback; and the iPod touch with a multi-
touch user interface. iPod owners can
choose from a vast ecosystem of accesso-
ries with over 4,000 products made specifi-
cally for the iPod including cases, fithess
accessories, speaker systems and iPod
connectivity in over 70 percent of US auto-
mobiles.
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Running Windows Vista

on a Mac
August 23, 2007

If you install Boot Camp on a well-equipped Mac
model, it can become a blazing fast Vista computer.
A few days ago | bought a top-of-the-line model of
Apple’s new iMac line, and installed Boot Camp
and Vista. | then tested the machine using Vista’s
built-in Windows Experience Index, a rating system
that goes from 1 to 5.9, with scores above 3.0 generally required for full, quick performance. My iMac scored
a 5.0, the best score of any consumer Vista machine | have tested. Obviously, a tricked-out high end Dell or
HP box might do as well or better, and a lesser Mac might do worse. But the score was very impressive for a
computer that wasn’t designed with Vista in mind.
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8 Great Quicken alternatives

Smart Money
By Gina Trapani

Quicken may be the most popular finance manager on the Mac, but because it has
many features that a lot of us never use, it can be overkill. Fortunately, there are sev-
eral options that are simpler to use, less expensive, and/or more focused than Quicken.
If you don’t want everything Quicken offers, one of these eight Quicken alternatives
could be all you need.

1. Buddi

Buddi is a stripped-down financial manager that gets back to basics. Set up your ac-
counts, and then use a simple form to enter and categorize transactions. The transac-
tion category list also acts as your budget—for example, you enter your anticipated in-
come in the Salary category under the My Budget tab. Buddi does not support multiple
budgets or online banking; however, an available plug-in imports CSV data files, a
format most banks offer for transaction downloads (payment requested; Wyatt Olson).

2. Budget

If sticking to a budget is your first priority, Snowmint’s Budget is for you. Budget’s in-
terface nicely illustrates the old-fashioned envelope system of budgeting: each of your
assets and expenses is represented by an envelope with an amount written on it. When
you get paid, Budget automatically distributes your money into each envelope. And af-
ter you’ve paid all your budgeted expenses, Budget shows how much cash you’ve got
left, in a special envelope labeled Available ($30; Snowmint Creative Solutions).

3. Burn

The first step to getting your spending under control is to track where every penny
goes. That’s the sole purpose of Burn. You're not going to find online banking or exten-
sive reporting in Burn—you simply enter the item you spent cash on, the date, and the
amount, and assign a category; Burn can then print out an attractive report that totals
your expenditures (free; Blackhole Media).

4. Buxfer

Web-based Buxfer lets you tag transactions with keywords and generate reports. But
Buxfer’s killer feature is the ability to track who paid for what part of a shared dinner
check, grocery bill, or gift—it’s great for roommates, groups of friends, teammates, or
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coworkers. Full text-messaging support makes tracking transactions on-the-go easy.
For instance, when you’re buying movie tickets for yourself and your pals at a theater,
text Buxfer the amount, the category, and your friends’ names; the expense goes into
your Buxfer account on the spot (free; Buxfer).

5. Debtinator

You've got debt spread across three credit cards, a mortgage, a student loan, and a car
loan—all at different interest rates and fees. How much should each monthly payment
be? Debtinator helps you answer that question. Enter your current assets, income, and
expenses into Debtinator, as well as each of your loan and credit card balances, interest
rates, and fees. Debtinator calculates how long it will take to pay down the debt if you
follow different payment strategies—such as the lowest-interest-payment plan, the
minimum-payment plan, and the minimum-fee-only plan—and then it recommends
your “best bet” strategy based on your income, expenses, and interest rates ($15; Bas-
set Software).

6. FinanceToGo

FinanceToGo (##%) is based on the principle of double-entry accounting, so it feels bet-
ter suited to business than to personal use. Double-entry accounting dictates that
money move from one account to another in every transaction—so FinanceToGo treats
every payee as an account, even your grocery store and your landlord. The three main
reports that FinanceToGo offers also seem geared toward business: a balance sheet, a
profit-and-loss statement, and an expense overview ($45; Fastforward Software).

7. iBank 2

iBank (###%) is a solid alternative to Quicken, with a few unique extras. It lets you track
your accounts, create multiple budgets, customize its category list, and manage sched-
uled and recurring transac-tions. You can also download stock prices directly into the
program. If you can’t stand your bank’s cryptic one-line transaction descriptions, you’ll
love the Smart Import Rules feature, which applies changes to transactions that meet
specified criteria. You can also assign an image to a transaction—in case you need a
photographic reminder of why those new sneakers were worth the $120 you spent on
them ($50; IGG Software).

8. Wesabe

The Web-based Wesabe combines money management with social networking. Once
you become a Wesabe member, you upload your bank-account transactions either
manually or automatically. You can then tag these transactions with keywords, and
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Wesabe will associate any future transactions involving the same payee with those
keywords. Additionally, the Wesabe community will offer you tips about your spending
habits. For example, next to the entry for a purchase at Trader Joe’s, a fellow Wesabe
member might suggest a way to save $5 on groceries. You can also create goals in
Wesabe (“buy a MacBook,” say, or “pay off credit cards”), and then browse through the
goals other members have set; if you find someone with similar aims, you can compare
notes and swap advice. Wesabe keeps your personal banking information private but
does aggregate and dis-play community data—such as how much Wesabe members
spend on average at the Apple Store (free; Wesabe).

Software Updates

iMovie 7.0.1

iTunes 7.4

iTunes 7.4.1

iTunes 7.4.2

iPhoto 7.0.2

iWeb 2.0.1

Quicktime 7.2
GraphicConverter X 6.0.1

Next Meeting: September 20, 2007

President- Secretary-

Brian Lackey Pat Davis

Vice President- Apple Ambassador-
Pamela Stevens Robert Poland
Treasurer- Member @ Large-
Paul Carlstedt Gordon Richardson
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