
Newsletter

Created with iWork 09, Pages

Expo Notes: Securing your Mac
Posted on Jan 9, 2009 10:10 am by Dan Miller

http://www.macworld.com/article/138091/2009/01/security_expo.html?lsrc=rss_main

When you think of security for the Mac, you’re usually talking about firewalls (http://
www.macworld.com/article/135888/2008/10/firewalls.html), encryption products 
(http://www.macworld.com/article/135904/2008/10/privacy.html), and (most 
controversially) antivirus apps (http://www.macworld.com/article/135900/2008/10/
antivirus.html). But there are some much more brass-tacks security products on the 
Macworld Expo show-floor that have nothing to do with hackers or malware.

Orbicule’s Undercover (http://www.orbicule.com/undercover/), Gadgettrak’s MacTrak 
(http://www.gadgettrak.com/products/mac/), and Absolute Software’s LoJack for 
Laptops (http://www.lojackforlaptops.com/) each in their own way make it possible for 
you to track and (it’s hoped) recover a stolen Mac.

The basic idea is the same for all three: You install some client software on your Mac 
and register it with the vendor. If your laptop is stolen, that software can (depending 
on the app) transmit its IP address to the authorities (who can use that network ID to 
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find the laptop’s physical location), locate it via Wi-Fi triangulation, or even take a 
picture of the perp using the laptop’s built-in camera.

To keep your laptop from being stolen in the first place, you could lock it up. 
Kensington is most famous for its laptop locks; Mac laptops have long had special 
receptacles for such locks built-in. But the MacBook Air is too thin for those 
receptacles. At least two vendors at Macworld Expo—i2 Electronics and Noble 
Enterprises—were touting some clever solutions to that problem.

In i2’s case, that means a bracket that slips over the MacBook Air’s screen; attach a 
cable and lock to the bracket, and your laptop can’t be snatched off your desk. Noble’s 
solution is a thin skin that attaches to the bottom of the MBA, with two thin feet on the 
bottom that provide stability and a place to attach a lock.

Not the sexiest products at the show, but some of the most practical.

[MacinTech] Mac vulnerability
Techers,

News of a vulnerability in Safari has been on the Internet. This vulnerability is limited 
to the RSS abilities of Safari. The vulnerability could potentially allow someone to take 
control of your Mac using maliciously crafted web site code. So, it is important that 
your perform the following action.

Whether you use RSS feeds or not, go to the preferences in Safari and click on the RSS 
icon at the top of Preferences. The top item for RSS preferences is Default RSS Reader. 
Set this pop-up menu to anything *other* than Safari, and you will not have a 
problem. Apple will likely have a fix in the next version of Safari.

rick@rhyman.net
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NeoOffice - 2.2.5 patch 5
NeoOffice - 2.2.5 patch 6
iLife - 09
 iPhoto - 09
 iMovie - 09
iWork - 09
 Pages - 09
 Numbers - 09
 Keynote - 09
 GarageBand - 09
 iWeb - 09
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